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ALEC J. KOROMILAS, Alternate Judge

On March 5, 2018 appellant, through his representative, filed a timely appeal from a
February 22, 2018 merit decision of the Office of Workers” Compensation Programs (OWCP).
The Clerk of the Appellate Boards docketed the appeal as No. 18-0793.

On December 22, 2014 appellant, then a 45-year-old mail handler, filed a traumatic injury
claim (Form CA-1) alleging that on December 18, 2014 he sustained lumbar, hip and thoracic
strains when the forklift he was operating dropped from the trailer to the ground. OWCP accepted
the claim for buttocks contusion, thoracic and lumbar sprains, and trochanteric bursitis, which was
expanded to include concussion, hip region enthesopathy, right forearm sprain, and dizziness and
giddiness. Appellant stopped work on December 18, 2014 and was placed on the periodic rolls
for temporary total disability by letter dated April 22, 2015.

On September 8, 2017 OWCP received a request for authorization for hearing aids. The
record contains reports dated September 22 and October 19, 2017 from Dr. Danielle L. Erb, a
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treating Board-certified physiatrist, attributing his hearing loss to the accepted December 18, 2014
work injury and recommending hearing aids.

By decision dated February 22, 2018, OWCP denied authorization for hearing aids. It
noted that no evidence had been received in support of the authorization request for hearing aids.

Board precedent holds that OWCP must review all the evidence submitted by a claimant
and received by OWCP prior to the issuance of a final decision.? As the Board’s jurisdiction is
final as to the subject matter, it is crucial that OWCP accomplish this.®

The Board finds that OWCP was incorrect that no medical evidence had been submitted in
support of appellant’s request for hearing aids. OWCP did not consider the medical evidence
submitted by appellant in reaching its decision denying authorization for hearing aids, including
Dr. Erb’s September 26, 2017 report received by OWCP on October 6, 2017, and the October 19,
2017 report received on October 20, 2017. As OWCP did not consider the September 26 and
October 6, 2017 reports, the Board concludes that the case must be remanded for review of this
evidence. Following any further necessary development, OWCP shall issue an appropriate
decision to protect appellant’s rights to future appeals

ITISHEREBY ORDERED THAT the decision of the Office of Workers’ Compensation
Programs dated February 22, 2018 is set aside and the case is remanded for further action
consistent with this order of the Board.
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